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Tuesday 17th May 2022, 13:30, MS Teams

[bookmark: _GoBack]Present: Sarah Howlett (Chair), Sally-Anne Thomas, Julie Glide, Roz Mason, Mary Ann Haskings, Keith Savill, Sophie Wildman, Allan Bradley, Hannah Mannering, Sarah Grocott, Nisha Kuzhuppilly Ramakrishnan, Chris Lelliott, Sam Jameson, Clemence Blouet, Frank Reimann, Kim Evans, Delia Hawkes, Lorraine Holland, Eleanna Stamatakou, Denise Twinn, Denise Scotland, Gabriel Balmus, Michiel Plugge, Jo Keeley, Keira Turner, Elaine Soon, Aneta Skrodzka, Tony Coll, Sarah Bisetto, Toni Bray, Daniel Trajkovski, Sue Ozanne, Sam Virtue, David Harrison, Katie Vickers, Jonathan Papworth, Catherine Wilson, Ilona Zvetkova, Christine Riches, Phoebe Wilsmore, George Giotopoulos, Laura Dearden

Apologies: Debs Flack, Maggie Gentry, Karl Wilson, Amelia Philips.

Minutes: Victoria Gomes

University Biomedical Services User Committee – AMB

1. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 11th January 2022 were agreed as a true record with the amendment of the next meeting being moved to Tuesday 17th May 2022.

2. Chair’s Report – Sarah Howlett (SH)  

HSE inspection - (SH) Enquired how the HSE inspection went. Sally-Anne Thomas (ST) reported that the HSE took place last week and was very positively received. (ST) Thanked Chris Lelliott, Keith Savill and the Level 2 team for all their help and support with preparing for the visit.  Keith Savill (KS) explained that no report is received following the inspection which was part of a series of LGMOs inspections this year from the HSE. (KS) Expressed his thanks to Sally and the team for all their good work in response to the robust questioning of the inspector. 

Study plans - (SH) Asked for an update on how the sharing of study plans was working in practice. Allan Bradley (AB) explained he had not received any feedback on how it was working but expressed he was happy to share any study plans through the portal or privately.  Mary Ann Haskings (MH) explained the option has been added to MCMS allowing the copying of study plans which requires the users to be linked to the project licence they wish to view, whereby you can then copy the study plan. 
Users are to contact Mary Ann MaryAnn.Haskings@admin.cam.ac.uk with any questions.

In-house genotyping – (SH) enquired how things had progressed since the last user group meeting (AB) explained a report had been circulated which summarizes the position and that it was being subsidized by his lab budget. 
Clemence Blouet - Expressed how impressed she was with the speed and quality of results from the JCBC genotyping. 
Keira Turner (KT) asked if the service is only available on level 4. (AB) confirmed the service was available to everyone. 
Julie Glide (JG) explained that she had received many requests for additional ear biopsies on live mice which were intended to be sent to the new in-house genotyping service which had previously been sent to Transnetyx. These have had to be rejected as it is not authorized as it will then be classed as a regulated procedure, and instead to request additional ear biopsies on mice that are to be culled. (AB) suggested that the sample taken is halved and sent to both services.  

FOMs - (SH) reported that there have been quite a lot of changes at the Home Office to do with inspections and auditing however as these are still yet to be confirmed an update will be provided of any changes in due course. 

3. Facility Manager’s Report – Sally Anne Thomas and Julie Glide

AMB Level 4 and Level 0

Level 4 - (JG) reported that Level 4 had welcomed a number of Junior Animal Technicians within the last nine months who are currently undertaking training.  

Occupancy - on Level 4 is at 2,856 cages with 1,036 active breeders. Technicians are carrying out around 600 ear biopsies a week and have completed over 3,000 tasks. This averages around 190 tasks a week which shows how busy the floor has become. (JG) reminded users to ensure that tasks are requested five working days ahead of due date, and to be mindful of the Jubilee bank holiday in June. Frank Reimann (FR) expressed how hard it was to comply with the five working days deadline and pointed out that tasks were almost never done ahead of the five days. (FR) enquired if reports could be provided to show statistics of tasks.

Action – MCMS report to be run to show how many tasks are completed on the scheduled due date.

Diet – (JG) Reported discussions had been held with the Vets with the possibility of introducing a breeding diet in the hopes it will help to improve breeding performance in the mice. An email will be distributed to confirm changes before they are made and to provide feedback.

Level 0 occupancy – is at 168 mouse cages and 32 rat cages.

Charles River outbreak – Positive cases of PVN were detected in AMB when screened. These were then quarantined to ensure that no other areas became affected. One cage remains until the end of the month then the room will be reopened however the other room is able to take new arrivals so there should be no delays. (JG) Thanked the users for their patience with regards to rat ordering with special thanks going to Becky Fanning for all her help. (SH) Asked how the outbreak had effected things. (JG) responded that only one user was affected with the rest of the rats being able to be used.  Charles River had been in contact yesterday to inform their area has been fully cleaned and that sterilization has been successful, with the room now ready to receive new breeding in stock. Charles River should be able to provide new breeding stock from October and are continuing health monitoring. 
Nisha Kuzhuppilly Ramakrishnan (NKR) asked if any compensation was being offered by Charles River. (JG) Asked for users to provide a breakdown which can be passed on to Charles River and discussed. 

MCMS - Level 0 are also now using MCMS for booking workstations as well as the MRI and the PET scanner rooms which have now been removed from Booker.

Equipment – (JG) As users to ensure that perfusion tables are cleaned after use. 

Fire drill – (JG) Expressed her thanks to all with the resent fire drill and commented how successfully everyone followed procedures and fire wardens instructions.

AOC meeting – UBS Training Centre are now providing mandatory training for schedule 1, for those who will not be performing regulated Procedures under ASPA but will be performing schedule 1 procedures. Information is available on the UBS website. If individuals can provide evidence of their schedule 1 being signed off before the 1st March 2022 the course will be available at no cost. 

AMB Level 2 

Sally Anne Thomas (ST) reported occupancy has increased by just under 1,000 cages since the last user group meeting was held, to now be at 5,599 cages which are over eight holding rooms and comprises of, AstraZeneca’s 882 cages and the university’s 4,717 cages. (SH) enquired what the remaining capacity was. (ST) explained that each room can hold 1,000 cages, there is still a bit of leeway with capacity.

CL2 shared space which is operational for both AstraZeneca and the University of Cambridge is working well. CL3 is continuing to have successful studies and is being managed well.

Tasks – 387 study plans have been reviewed and approved since the last user group meeting in January with 336 active study plans on Level 2 which often require technical support. Just over 2,000 tasks have been submitted to support the work on the experimental floor. (ST) Expressed this has been a bit of a shock to see the volume of tasks in which the team had provided support with. 
Level 2 continues to take receipt of mice Monday to Thursday, three times a week. No feedback has been received to say that this is not currently enough and therefore will continue as is until the request for greater frequency is requested.

Equipment - Booking of cabinets and procedural spaces are no longer limited by Covid-19 restrictions which reduced the number of people that were able to work in a particular area. (ST) Asked users to be mindful as there is still a limited amount of space physically available therefore to consider bringing in additional people who may not be needed in the space. Considerations are to be made when booking class 2 cabinets to ensure you leave enough time to complete MCMs and that the area is cleaned ready for the next user. 
SOPs – (ST) Explained that equipment which is owned by UBS is managed and maintained along with the training and competency for those using the equipment, however asked if SOPs could be provided for those with individual equipment.

Action – Users to provide SOPs for individual equipment the relevant NACWO for the area.

Pass through hatch – there will be changes to the way small equipment will be brought into the barrier as currently the use of ProChlor is damaging the metal of the hatch therefore alternatives will be provided in the form of a wipe and a spray bottle. (ST) encouraged users to remove items from carrier bags to allow the item to be thoroughly disinfected before it is removed from the hatch, in order for the barrier to be maintained.

Lockers – Keys had been removed from lockers which have now been returned or replaced. Keys are to be returned each day when lockers are not in use. 

Automated drinking water – Is now in final stage of rooms to be added to the system. Once this is completed pouches will be removed in discussion with the users. (ST) Thanked all who participated in the training on behalf of the Senior Animal Technicians. Racks that have been specifically allocated for the use of medicated water will not be added to the automated system. 

PPE - (ST) expressed that the area she was most concerned with regards to the HSE visit was the use of PPE within the facility. Masks are available at the entrances to rooms, the procedural space, and the perfusion area and encouraged users to ensure they are worn.
An LAA survey was conducted in collaboration with Astra Zeneca which was very positive in confirming what was expected. Action will be taken on those areas that have been shown to have a higher level of LAAs. 

Out of hours access – Users are not to turn on lights in animal holding rooms as the white light will have an effect on the animals if they are in red light. 
(SH) enquired who should be contacted in regards to out of hours access. (ST) explained to contact the NACWO for that Level who will then approve the request. If any problems are encountered contact numbers are provided thought out the facility or to contact reception. 

Radiated diet – please contacted the relevant NACWOs and NVS for the area you are working in prior to ordering altered composition diets for experimental work, the minimum dose of 25 kGy is permitted for all diet entering the facility. 

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report – Jo Keeley

Jo Keeley (JK) reported on the Named Veterinary Surgeon Report which had be circulated prior to the meeting. 

Updated Bridging Ways of Working – has been provided however it is still unclear who to contact in some situations. Vets can help to advice on this. 

Standard Condition 18 – Updated advice is still yet to be provided form the Home Office despite being contacted on a number of occasions, and therefore will continue to complete Standard Condition 18 in same way as previously done. For example, not necessarily reporting every stock mouse found dead if it is less than eg 1% you would expect on the background strain.
There have been 122 Standard Condition 18 reports in the first quarter of the year. Advice is provided within the report as to who to copy in when sending these to the Home Office. 
Providing a standard format to users to help with completing the Standard Condition 18 is currently on hold until Home Office provides new advice however guidance with common errors is also within the NVS report. 

NVS Team - Amelia Philips is currently on maternity leave. Henri Bertrand moved to Agenda following his secondment. Sophie Kimpton has joined the team in February as a Trainee NVS with another Trainee NVS currently being advertised. 

5. Named Information Officer Report – Debs Flack

Report circulated prior to meeting. 

6. User Reports

None

The 3R’s – Sophie Wildman

Sophie Wildman (SH) reported that 3Rs related events have been added to the UBS website which are also being disseminated via email by the 3Rs inquiry list and asked users to subscribe if they wish to receive updates. 

Any Other Business

Light/dark cycle changes – (ST) reported that discussions have been held with users who wish to have a room on an altered light cycle but a consensus is yet to be agreed however there is a preference for 2pm to 2am. (ST) asked for users to be in contact if they have an interest in having their mice in an altered light cycle or if they are willing to allow relocation to the room. 
Chris Lelliott (CL) responded that there would be three categories of people who might be interested: experimental users; breeding, which would mitigate jet lag; people who do not mind animals being in a light cycle shifted room.

Action – Survey to be circulated with the minutes. 

Imaging facility Level 0 - Nisha Kuzhuppilly Ramakrishnan 

(NKR) Gave a presentation on the preclinical imaging facility on Level 0 which is headed by Professor Ferdia Gallagher and includes:

Mediso nanoScan PET-CT scanner - ubs-amb-pet-ct@lists.cam.ac.uk 
3T MRI system - ubs-amb-mri@lists.cam.ac.uk 
Multi-Photon Imaging - ubs-amb-2-photon@lists.cam.ac.uk 

The facility is available to everyone to use and further details are available on the website: https://preclinicalimaging.medschl.cam.ac.uk/ 

Equipment – (KS) reported that a user is wishing to relocate equipment from Combined Animal Facility on the Downing site which is a lower health status than AMB and is host to two species of pinwork which has never been fully eradicated from that facility. The process of decontaminating the equipment is not guaranteed to kill both species. (KS) asked the users for their opinions on bringing the equipment which contains a number of chambers for behavioural work valued at £65,000. (AB) expressed the opinion that the risk was too great in teams of costs. (CL) Explained of being in a similar situation and that an option might be to sell the equipment to a lower health status facility. 

Transparency of charges (FR) raised his concerns of not having been provided a breakdown of charges. (ST) Explained that tasks are charged by the time which it takes the Technician to complete the task. 
Delia Hawkes (DH) explained that she receives a breakdown from AMB accounts which includes a breakdown of all the procedures that are done and the time taken.
(ST) Explained that tasks are not recorded individually and are instead cumulative therefore AMB is not able to record currently the time taken for each task. 

Action – Meeting to be held with Karl Wilson and a breakdown of charges are to be provided. 

Date of next meetings:

Tuesday 13th September 2022, 13:30-14:30
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