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Tuesday 11th January 2022, 13:30, MS Teams

Present: Sarah Howlett (Chair), Sally-Anne Thomas, Julie Glide, Roz Mason, Mary Ann Haskings, Keith Savill, Karl Wilson, Sophie Wildman, Roz Mason, Allan Bradley , Hannah Mannering, Sarah Grocott, Elise Laperrousaz, Nisha Kuzhuppilly Ramakrishnan, Olga Sauchanka, Chris Lelliott, Sam Jameson, Clemence Blouet, Frank Reimann, Andy Osborne., Debra Rimmington, Kim Evans, Delia Hawkes, Charley Beresford, Tina Hamilton, Lorraine Holland, Alex Petchey


Apologies: Debs Flack, Maggie Gentry, Jill Reckless, Laura Calo, Claire Custance, Menna Clathworthy, Michael Coleman, Anthony Coll, Tim Cox, Daniel Munoz Espin, Cedric Ghevaert, Gillian Griffiths, Heather Blackmore, Brian Huntly, Jackie Higgins, Jonathan Heeney, Joanne Jones, Ragnhildur Karadottir, Kate Donoghue, Keira Turner, Walid Khaled, Stefan Marciniak, Steve.marshall, Martin Bennett, Nicholas Morrell, Kourosh Saeb-Parsy. Amelia Philips, Michiel Plugge, Lucy Hare, Amy Warner, Charley Beresford, Arthur Kaser, Virginia Pedicord, Denise Twinn, Farah Siddiqi, Justyna Rak, Lucy Hare, Amy Warner, Charley Beresford, Arthur Kaser, Virginia Pedicord, Denise Twinn, Farah Siddiqi, Justyna Rak, Matt Clayton, Stephen Thompson, Sarah Bisetto, Ji-Young Sarah Lee, Sophie Garnham

Minutes: Victoria Atkinson

University Biomedical Services User Committee – AMB

1. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 07th September 2021 were agreed as a true record.

2. Chair’s Report – Sarah Howlett (SH)  

HSE inspection – (SH) Enquired if the HSE inspection which was due to happen before the end of the year went ahead as planned. Keith Savill (KS) responded that the HSE inspection did not happen and is likely to be rescheduled to the first week in March but is yet to be confirmed.

Fire alarm – (KS) confirmed that the fire alarm volume level has been reduced. No feedback has been received to say that it is continuing to cause problems, assumed it has been turned down sufficiently.

FOMs – (SH) reported that the Anatomy facility will be closing at the end of the year. Madingley will stop bird work during the year and then close. Barcroft is undergoing changes and will become almost entirely pre-clinical.

MCMS – Mary Ann Haskings (MH) reported that the database staff have moved across to the University of Cambridge within UBS in October 2021. The database is now jointly owned between the University of Cambridge and the University of Oxford.

The transfer of the training and competency records has been completed from Camtral to MCMS and therefore users Camtral accounts have been locked. If unable to find training records or any problems arise contact (MH).

Study plans – (MH) explained the new updates to the MCMS. A new button has been added which allows the copying of study plans that the user has already written, as well as the ability to copy those of someone who's working under the same project licences as yourself. A function to search for a study plan by its number has been added. The database will let you see a projects study plan if you are linked to that project licence, the best way to share with people is to give them access to your project licence. Study plans will remain confidential unless they are shared with those permitted access. 
 
Allan Bradley (AB) reported difficulty accessing historic data held by Sanger and asked if the university could assist with gaining access to the data. Karl Wilson (KW) responded that Sanger have a strict legal agreement in place were the data remains under their control. While UBS has control over MCMS and the other databases, Sanger remains responsible for their version of the data, therefore we cannot access it. Chris Lelliott (CL) explained there was a project at Sanger to add data into the public domain which could be accessed via a database which may not have been completed. 

Action – Meeting to be arranged with Karl Wilson, Mary Ann Haskings, Allan Bradley and Chris Lelliott to discuss further the idea of university representatives in order to obtain the data. 

3. Facility Manager’s Report – Sally Anne Thomas and Julie Glide

AMB Level 2 

Sally Anne Thomas (ST) reported occupancy now stands at 4,668 cages, with a decrease of 89 cages from the previous user group meeting as the number of AstraZeneca cages has decreased slightly, which was expected. The University of Cambridge occupancy increased from 4,012 cages in September to 4,260. AstraZeneca had 745 cages in September and has now decreased to 408. 

CL2 shared space which is operational for both AstraZeneca and the University of Cambridge.is working well. CL3 is continuing to have successful studies and is being managed well.

Study plans - 335 study plans have been reviewed and approved since September. Level 2 currently has 222 active study plans. (ST) thanked the researchers who have been incredibly accommodating and supportive with how busy Level 2 has been over the Christmas period. 
(ST) remined users to ensure the schedule has been completed by ticking done, as it shows a clear journey of exactly what has happened to that animal and the team which will also assist with NVS visits and the Home Office inspector visits. Once you have completed this step of the study, reprint the procedure card and attach to the cage front. 

Animal transfers from Level 4 - Level 2 receives up to 25 cages, three times a week from Level 4. Feedback is welcome if timeframes are working well or not. 

Equipment - Booking of cabinets and procedural space has moved to MCMS which has resulted in a large decrease in the amount of work generated for the team to process approvals. 
Please consider when booking the class 2 cabinets it is one per person due to COVID restrictions. If there is a need to observe for training purposes, please speak with the team so they can help to facilitate this. The maximum occupancy is two people in the perfusion room as it has two bookable benches which enables two people to work in the room on opposite sides while maintain social distancing. This information is displayed on the door to the perfusion room and therefore guests should not be accompanying due to the COVID risk assessments in place. 
It has again been noticed that equipment is not being disinfected correctly. When bringing equipment into the facility remove the items from any carrier bags and place items directly into the hatch and ensure they are sprayed completely in order to maintain the barrier. Access cards should be removed from lanyards at entry and stored within the lockers. Plastic pouches are provided to hold access cards. There are no restrictions on taking mobile phones into the facility but they must be taken out of the cases and cleaned with the wipes provided.  
If the maximum occupancy number is exceeded in the changing room, please do ask any individuals that enter to wait until there is suitable space. 
Ensure all lockers be left emptied and cleaned with the key back in the door after your visit. 

(ST) again reminded users to ensure you are using the appropriate RPE in line with the University of Cambridge Allergies Animals policy and guidance. The guidance will be circulated following the meeting. (ST) informed it is the responsibility of the individual to follow the implemented procedures with regards to controlling exposure to animal allergens including the wearing PPE and RPE as directed. Individual users must take responsibility in reporting symptoms of allergies promptly and report all accidents and incidents involving animals.

Automated drinking water for Level 2 – is undergoing a staged approach to ensure monitoring of the water and will be added room by room at a rate of one room per week. The currently added rooms are, 212, 213 and 206 with 207 being added today. Only the racks have been added to the system with the water pouches remaining. Once all of the racks on level 2 are transferred the pouches will be removed in discussion with the users of that room. Further training will be provided to all Level 2 users on how to set new cages.

Risk assessments – need to be produced to reflect the risks presented when working within AMB.

GMOs – (ST) thanked the users on behalf of herself and Mark Elsdon with all of their help with GMO risk assessment forms. Information on writing risk assessments for GM animals and guidance on the containment of GM animals will be circulated with the minutes. 

Out of hours access - out of hours access should only be necessary when work cannot be carried out during normal working hours. Users are required when applying for out of hours access to provide a contact who also has out of hours access themselves. Users must notify their contact that they will be working within AMB after hours to ensure compliance with health and safety lone working. Contacts must be kept up to date in the case of a situation where they are unable to attend to help. If a contact is unavailable, please contact the team who will be able to provide support.  

Clemence Blouet (CB) asked for clarification regarding the emptying cages in response to emails containing new instructions as there are concerns with regards to exposure to allergens and the added workload. (ST) explained that the default when cages are completed whether by finishing the study or culling animals, the cages are placed into a change station with the nesting and tunnel removed. This is to ensure it is very clear to the technicians that no animals remain within the cage and it can be processed by the automated cage wash. (ST) asked for opinions from the users as the automation is able to process the nesting in the macerator but it must be ensured that no animals remain within the cage before it is processed, however by keeping the nesting within the cage visibility is reduced. (ST) requested users to send their preference by email to her for further discussion.


AMB Level 4 and Level 0

Julie Glide (JG) reported two new senior technicians have been appointed for Level 4 and five new junior animal technicians. 

Occupancy on level 4 has again stayed around the same with 2,969 cages and 925 active breeders.

Level 4 project licence holders have received an email regarding space request forms. (JG) explained Teams meetings will be arranged with the colony managers to discuss their colony requirements, colony management and breeding strategies. First litters are to be biopsied. 

NVS colony management meeting - Level 4 we will be chairing the meeting due to Amelia Philips’s maternity leave.

Level 4 has a new contact email address - Ubs-amb-lvl4-nacwo@lists.cam.ac.uk 

Named person meeting – there was discussion at the meeting regarding opening of cages containing litters under five days old. (JG) informed that no breeding cages within AMB are opened when a new litter is found to ensure that the adult female and the pups are not disturbed. The pups are only counted and sexed at day five. Cages are only opened if a sick animal is observed and therefore action is required. 

Germ Free - (JG) welcomed Roz Mason (RM), Biofacility Manager who oversees Germ-Free on Level 4 and provides support for Astra Zeneca as the main point of contact. (RM) explained that Germ-Free is going well while in temporary accommodation and is looking to expand and develop further taking into account user requirements. 

Frank Reimann (FR) enquired if the Germ-Free area on Level 4 is still only for breeding only. (RM) explained that there are plans for Germ-Free breeding and areas where experimental work can be carried out as well.

Action - Roz Mason’s email address to be added to the Contacts and Quick User Guide list on the website. rm2073@cam.ac.uk 

Level 0 – Cage occupancy is a lot lower at 189 mouse cages and 28 rat cages. (JG) reminded users that the Level 0 staff are available if any training is required, please just contact the Level 0 seniors Ubs-amb-lvl0-seniors@lists.cam.ac.uk

MCMS – Level 0 are also now using MCMS for booking workstations. The MRI and the PET scanner rooms have remained on Booker as they still need to be approved. 

Equipment – (JG) acknowledged (ST) statement earlier in the meeting as Level 0 have also reported instances where users have not taken items out of carrier bags when placing items into hatches where they can be spayed, which is not acceptable.

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report – Michiel Plugge (MP)

(ST) reported on the Named Veterinary Surgeon Report in Michiel Plugge and Amelia Philips absence. 

PPL Standard 18 Notifications – Following discussion sessions held in September, no updated advice for standard condition 18 notifications has been received and therefore clarification is still needed on the appropriate action to take for technical failures. 

NVS Team - Amelia Philips is now on maternity leave and Henri Bertrand is on secondment to Agenda. Jo Keeley will continue acting as the NVS is for the same animal units as before. Michiel Plugge is also now NVS for Barcroft. Henri Bertrand and Jonathan Tesh who are the Agenda NVS are presently providing temporary cover for other units. Sophie Kimpton will be joining UBS the beginning of February and will starting as a training NVS, she is presently working in general veterinary practice.

UBS website - The website is currently undergoing changes with suggestions welcome of anything that users would like clearly available.

5. Named Information Officer Report – Debs Flack (DF)

(SH) reported that work is underway with the strain list and asked if Maggie Gentry could attend the next meeting and provide an update. (ST) asked users to no longer use the CBR strain enquiry list which is no longer maintained and instead to use the 3Rs enquires list. ubs-3rs-enquiry@lists.cam.ac.uk 

6. User Reports

None

The 3R’s – Debs Flack

(SH) enquired about the single use needles and restrainer use (SW) explained that top tips for restrainer use currently being drafted however the document on supporting the single use of needles is available on the UBS website.

(FR) asked if one room could be changed to a different time of day setting as lot of his research work is just after dark due to feeding studies. (ST) responded that it will need to be look at whether the system can accommodate this and asked for details of a wish list to be emailed. 

Any Other Business

National Rail constructing a new station close to AMB - (KW) reported that emails were sent out last week to project licence holders asking for further information and thanked all who had replied. 
Currently still receiving information from Network Rail and are in a legal process with them. The new data of the impact of the construction will cause is now thought to be unsignificant and may not even be felt. The University is the process of creating a legal agreement with Network Rail for a project protected provision whereby it will be a criminal offence if they exceed the provisions which have been put in place. Construction is set to start the end of the year with a 2022 - 2023 completion date. 

In-house genotyping – (KW) reported the provision starting in JCBC and are looking to expand the team. Work should be starting shortly with small groups before expanding further. 

(SH) remarked that with all things considered things we are doing pretty well. (KW) stated that work has been exemplary dealing with the real impact of COVID across the board and thanked UBS staff who have worked admirably in some trying times, as well as users for bearing with us.

Andy Osborne (AO) asked about a start-up company. Karl Wilson is first point of contact. (KW) explained UBS is in the process of recruiting to a new role will be to look at creating five-year strategic road maps for internal users and external users. 

UBS User Briefing – the briefing set to take place on 21st January has been cancelled as it has fallen in the middle of the user group meetings. The briefings intension is to interact with users and respond to questions. As the cycle of meetings follows the format: user group meetings, FOM, then UBSG it can be several months before discussions following the UBSG can be facilitated in user group meetings and therefore the intent is to hold the briefing sessions about three weeks after the UBSG. The next UBS User Briefing is scheduled for the 11th March. 

AMB building maintenance - planned maintenance on the 26th of February will require four periods of power outage for under 30 seconds. The period of shutdown should be covered by the equipment’s battery backup system. Any concerns email Peter Brightwell pb444@cam.ac.uk 

Date of next meetings:

Tuesday 24th May 2022, 13:30-14:30
Tuesday 13th September 2022, 13:30-14:30
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