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	Subject
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90 Francis Crick Avenue
Cambridge Biomedical Campus
Cambridge
CB2 0BA
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University Biomedical Services User Committee – AMB

Attendees: Sarah Howett, Sally-Anne Thomas, Kate Tansley Keith Savill, Karl Wilson, Julie Glide, Denise Scotland, Samuel Jameson, Michiel Plugge,  Daniel Trajkovski, Amy Warner, Justyna Rak, Chris Lelliott, Jackie Higgins, Stefano Pluchino, Benjamin Fisher, Nisha Kuzhuppilly Ramakrishnan, Deb Rimmington, George Giotopoulos, Stapleton, Nicola, Francesco Colucci, Heather Ashmore, Dave Williamson, Jamie Matthews, Ana Peñalver Alonso, Tina Hamilton, Michiel Plugge, Andy Osborne, Helois Radford Rose, Mark Campbell, George Vassiliou, Stephen Moore, David H. Rowitch, Simon Mendez-Ferrer,Farah Siddiqi, Walid Khaled, Lorraine Holland, Afreen Haider, Clemence, Daniel Munoz Espin, John Stockley,

Apologies: None where noted. 

1. Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 16th January 2020 were agreed.

2. Chair’s Report – Sarah Howlett (SH) reported from the last FOM meetings which took place in June and August which focused on reopening, it was highlighted that better communication was needed. The UBS Website has now been updated to include contacts which should prove useful. In addition the need for information regarding progress and operational details was needed therefore a document has been added to the website covering this along with a plan for further updates planned to keep users informed of any changes. 

A forum has been organised for 3rd November via MS teams from 10.30-11.30am, further details will be circulated in due course.

Contingency plans for future lockdowns and the effects that it will have was also discussed at the meeting.

3. Facility Managers update – Sally Anne Thomas and Kate Tansley

SH suggested that the format of the Facility Managers update does not make sense for this meeting Sally Thomas (ST) will give a general update which will be followed by questions.  

ST reported that level 2 has had some resent changes by expanding into new rooms and thanked everyone who has had issues with space. While there has been challenges with space, everyone has worked well together. Level 2 currently has an occupancy of 1500 cages with quite a lot of active studies. There are three animal holding rooms which have occupancy with plans to add two additional rooms within the next few weeks, which may cause disruption for some people but they will be contacted on a case by case basis. Those currently sharing space especially in room 210 will find things a lot easier. There are 12 animal holding rooms of which eight will have been returned from the covid-19 testing centre for use as animal rooms once again and are in the process of being upgraded.

Questions 

a) Regarding the booking of hoods. Currently there four class 2 cabinets which are available to book for procedural space. A new cabinet is being arranged along with the two additional rooms which are opening up which will be able to be booked in the next six weeks resulting in eight hoods. SH ask for people to be fair when booking to allow others to use the hoods. 

Actions: Hood in room 209 to be added to booker.

b) MCMS being access remotely - Karl Wilson reported that no significant issues had been raised as long as access is via the correct VPN set up, any issues are being resolved quickly. 

Jackie Higgins commented that the team had been fantastic when answering questions regarding MCMS and wished to thank them.

c) Kate Tansley gave an update on level 4 with occupancy being at 2500. Are at the end of the derivation program with 16 lines left out of 600. 

Questions over ear biopsies not being done at 14 days. Reported that within the last six weeks 3300 ear biopsies had been done 1300 of those were done at day 14 with1800 being done between 14 and 21. 108 were not done before 21 days resulting in just a small number were not able to be done on time.

d) Question regarding the use of gowns and sharing of gowns and the amount PPE masks available. KW reported that it was raised yesterday that gowns are being shared on level 2, disposable ones are now being sourced. KW asked if anyone has thoughts about what we could be doing better, do not hesitate to email and raise it with him. SH suggested not using fully disposable gowns as it is wasteful instead adding initials to your gown and storing it in a bag to be reused by yourself. AMB team responded this may be possible for regular users to follow but the volume of storing these might need to be looked into.

Actions: Use of disposable gowns to be looked at as well as and gowns being laundered. 

e) KW reported regarding the testing centre with five sample prep rooms being taken from Level 2 up to what was Germ Free on Level 4. Discussions with those who had wished to use Germ Free in the coming months to identify space within the building where this can be set up. The contract for the testing centre is until 28th April 2021.

There are nine boxes of FFP3 masks left in stores which has prompted some action. KW report that, we are working very hard with the Health and Safety department on this and will be reissuing the policy on masks and what is appropriate to wear which will allow us to widen possible FFP3 suppliers. These masks will not be face fitted but with suitable risk assessment it has been agreed that a self-fit test following the manufacture instructions can be carried out. If a known risk assessed activity is being carried out which needs a FFP3 mask, or an individual has known allergies or concerns then this will need to be taken into consideration.

SH emphasised the need to continue being helpful to each other and going forward what could happen with further lockdowns and work being interrupted. KW reported on contingency plans and what had been learned from the first lockdown and that the effects on the facility will be delayed as long as possible and would hold off any reaction to the research until detrimental effects are shown. It is very unlikely that the building will be forced to close. SH reiterated that individuals should keep in mind and plan experiments which can be managed if needed by somebody else should you need to isolate. 

f) Nisha Kuzhuppilly asked a question regarding the refurbishment of level 0. Keith Savill informed that the additional benching and gas lines are going in this week. There has been a delay in the curtains due to some confusion from the manufacturing side which has been cleared up. 

Actions: KS to inform the final date of the refurbishment. 

g) Chris Lelliott asked if there would be any restrictions on the amount of work accepted. KW informed that the amount of available space would force us to self-regulate especially around Level 2 which is around 30% to 40% its normal capacity.

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report Michiel Plugge 

MP reported on a new pathogen mouse, kidney parvovirus which tends to affect older immunocompromised mice. There is now a commercially available test and therefore if anyone has any concerns and would like their mice tested please inform AMB vets and we will organise testing. On post mortem the kidneys will be enlarged and quite grey.
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Issues with live animal imports especially from US with delays to journeys which has resulted in some being dead on arrival. Urged to move germplasm around preferentially. 

UBS website has a (for researchers) tab which now includes all forms in one place, please inform UBS of any comments or suggestions on how it could made it more user friendly. 

5. Named Information Officer Report (Debs Flack)

Nothing to report.

6. User Reports

George Vassiliou is in the process of transferring lines from Sanger and asked how others had negotiated the legal side. The group where unable to be of any help regarding shortcuts for this.

The 3R’s (Debs Flack)

KW reported on issues that mice were having with signs of dehydration which was due to a flaw in auto watering system design, therefore the system has been shut off and bags have been placed in cages. The Home Office has had full disclosure. The system will be replaced with a new a design and be slowly introduced in six weeks, with bags continued to be used for a while yet.

AOB

Nothing to report.



Future Meetings

Date				     Time		 Venue	
	To be confirmed for December 
	To be confirmed
	Anne McLaren Building, level 1 Conference Room and by MS teams
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