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	Minutes


	
	

	Date
	
	Wednesday, 05/06/2024

	Time
	
	9:00 AM

	To
	
	Committee Members

	At
	
	Greenwich House
	Subject
	
	AWERB 3Rs Committee
	   Our Ref 
	
	Doc.AWERB.3Rs.05.06.24



AWERB 3Rs Committee : Kourosh Saeb-Parsy (KSP) Chair, Sophie Kimpton (SK), Maggie Gentry (MG), Debs Flack (DF), Julie Soffe (JS), Stephen Burr (SPB), Tony Davidge (TD), Fallon Miller (FM), Kate Tansley (KT), Amy Warner (AW), Selina Ballantyne (SB), Brendan Doe (BD), Jo Keeley (JK), Jill Reckless (JR), Tracey Butcher (TB), Michiel Plugge (MP), Jeleana Dutton (JD), Juan Yam-Puc (JYP), Rue Jones-Green (RJG), Chelsea Cavanagh (CC), Alejandro Carnicer Lombarte (ACL), Farah Siddiqi (FS), Hattie Kendrick-Thomas (HKT), Laura Dearden (LD), Keira Turner (KT), Myra Hosmillo (MH), Roz Mason (RM), Alejandro Carnicer Lombarte (ACL),

Attendees: Sophie Kimpton (SK), Maggie Gentry (MG), Debs Flack (DF), Stephen Burr (SPB), Tony Davidge (TD), Kate Tansley (KT), Amy Warner (AW), Jeleana Dutton (JD), Rue Jones-Green (RJG), Chelsea Cavanagh (CC), Keira Turner (KT), Roz Mason (RM),

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes – Toni McEvoy

Apologies: Laura Dearden (LD), Farah Siddiqi (FS), Myra Hosmillo (MH), Selina Ballantyne (SB), Tracey Butcher (TB), Kourosh Saeb-Parsy (KSP),

1. Minutes
The minutes from the previous meeting held on 1st May 2024 were approved. 

2. Matters arising
There were no matters arising.

3. Retrospective Reviews
(a) Dr Maria Emilia Pombo dos Santos - PCA5E9695 - Genetic and developmental basis of morphological variation in cichlid fish (RR)
The committee discussed the following:
· Further information needed regarding the Standard Condition 18 detailed in section 2.3.
· The calculations in section 2.4 need to be checked.
· Further information to be included in section 2.4 
· Further information needed in section 2.5 regarding how the issues listed have been addressed for the new project licence. 
· Further review of the wording in section 2.6.
· An estimate of the new efficiency rate needs to be included in section 2.8. 
· Further detail for how the altering imaging time affects the new licence needed in section 2.12.
· The inclusion of the number of animals not used due to the change in section 2.12 to also be included in section 3.2.


(b) Professor Guy Brown - P21FC2368 - Microglial targets in brain pathology and ageing (RR)
The committee discussed the following:
· Further review ofthe table in section 2.1 to ensure all species are accounted for.
· Further checking of the percentage increase in section 2.5. 
· Consideration needs to be given to whether section 2.9 is of interest to others. 
· Removal of the statement listed in section 3.2 
· The committee commended the paper referenced in section 3.7.
· Any publications referenced in section 4.8 need to be bolded if there are 3Rs achievements involved.

(c) Dr Mark Evans - P160D4B75 - Effects of changes in blood glucose on brain and the central control of metabolism. (RA)
The committee discussed the following:
· Further checking required to ensure all species are included in section 2.1.
· Section 2.2 needs to be completed.
· Further information needed in section 2.4 regarding how the proportion of adverse effects changed over time and how this will be managed moving forwards. 
· Consideration to be given to whether section 2.7 has been answered appropriately and further explanation provided.
· Rewording required insection 2.9.. 
· The equipment change detailed in section 2.10 need to be included in section 3.7 as a refinement.
· Therecommendation that the score sheet detailed in section 3.8 be shared to other groups that may benefit.
· Inclusion of any publications regarding the refinements made to protocol 9 to be included in section 4.7

4. Project Licence Applications – New / Amendments
(a) Amy Warner – PP0760009 - Breeding and maintenance of rodents for drug discovery platform
· The committee had no comments for the researcher to address.

5. Standard Condition 18 Reports
The report was circulated prior to the meeting. RJG discussed the SC18 report and the findings from Jan 2024 – April 2024. April had slightly fewer reports than previous months. There was a significant spike in reports in March. 

6. 3Rs information/reports
RJG discussed the Openness in Animal Research Conference 2024 in May. The points raised were as follows.
· Activist’s voices arestronger than those within the industry. . 
· More transparency is needed regarding the use of animals. 
· Unedited images should be shared as these are reported as being more effective. 
· There are no appropriate replacements for most animal work. 
· Establishments should consider inviting senior people into facilities to educate them.
· Replying to the general public with facts alone can be viewed as cold.
· The research communication department can assist researchers with training in how to speak with the public about research. 
· Discussion of working group being created that can channel these public communication ideas and input so it can be disseminated to the relevant groups of people. 
· One institution has installed cameras inside the animal facility allowing visitors to view technicians and researchers going about their duties. It was agreed this has positive and negative effects.
· Staff at a different institution took part in an Instagram live to answer research questions. 
· There were discussions around ideas for public open days at the establishment.

7. Minutes of the AOC meeting - 19/04/2024
The minutes were noted. There were no comments.

8. Minutes of the AWERB Standing meeting - 27/03/2024
The minutes were noted. There were no comments.

9. Any Other Business

Date of next meeting: 3rd July 2024 via MS Teams.
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